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Part 3
Licensing

58-28-301 Licensure required.
(1)

(a) A license is required to engage in the practice of veterinary medicine, except as specifically
provided in Sections 58-1-307 and 58-28-307.

(b) Notwithstanding the provisions of Subsection 58-1-307(1)(c) an individual shall be licensed
under this chapter as a veterinary intern in order to engage in a program of indirectly
supervised clinical training with a veterinarian licensed under this chapter, and as necessary
to meet licensing requirements under Subsection 58-28-302(1)(d).

(2) The division shall issue to a person who qualifies under this chapter a license in the
classification of:

(a) veterinarian; or
(b) veterinarian intern.

Enacted by Chapter 109, 2006 General Session

58-28-302 License qualifications.
(1) Every applicant for a license to practice veterinary medicine, surgery, and dentistry shall:

(a) be of good moral character as it relates to the functions and duties of a licensed veterinarian;
(b) pass an examination approved by the board on the theory and practice of the science

of veterinary medicine, surgery, dentistry, and other subjects determined by the board,
knowledge of which is generally required of veterinarians;

(c)
(i) graduate from a veterinary college accredited by the AVMA; or
(ii) obtain a certificate issued by the Educational Commission for Foreign Veterinary Graduates

issued by the AVMA;
(d)

(i) have practiced under the supervision of a veterinarian licensed to practice in this state for a
period of at least six months;

(ii) have participated in veterinary investigational, educational, or sanitary control work of a
nature and duration as to be the equivalent of the experience of Subsection (1)(d)(i);

(iii) have practiced as a licensed veterinarian outside Utah for a period of at least six months; or
(iv) have practiced as a veterinarian while employed by the United States government, its

agencies, or the state or its political subdivisions for a period of at least six months; and
(e) pay a fee to the Department of Commerce determined by it pursuant to Section 63J-1-504 for

the examination, for an initial license, and for a renewal license.
(2)

(a) An applicant for licensure as a veterinary intern shall comply with the provisions of
Subsections (1)(a) and (c).

(b) An applicant's license as a veterinary intern is limited to the period of time necessary to
complete clinical training as described in Subsection (1)(d) and extends not more than one
year from the date the minimum requirement for training is completed, unless the individual
presents satisfactory evidence to the division and the board that the individual is making
reasonable progress toward passing the qualifying examination or is otherwise on a course
reasonably expected to lead to licensure as a veterinarian, but the period of time under this
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Subsection (2)(b) may not exceed two years past the date the minimum supervised clinical
training has been completed.

Amended by Chapter 183, 2009 General Session

58-28-303 License -- Display -- Revocation for nondisplay or nonrenewal.
          A licensed veterinarian shall display the veterinarian's license in a conspicuous place in the

veterinarian's principal place of business.  The division may revoke any license which is not
displayed in accordance with this section.

Renumbered and Amended by Chapter 109, 2006 General Session

58-28-304 Temporary license -- License reciprocity.
(1) The division may issue a temporary license to practice veterinary medicine, surgery, and

dentistry to any person not qualified for licensure under Subsection (4) who meets all
requirements of Section 58-28-302 with the exception of Subsections 58-28-302(1)(b) and (d),
except that the temporary license shall by its terms expire at the date examination results are
available for the examination next following the date of the issuance of the temporary license.

(2) The temporary license shall permit the holder to practice under the indirect supervision of a
veterinarian licensed to practice in this state.

(3) The division may extend the expiration date of the temporary license until the following
examination date if:

(a) the applicant shows to the board good cause for failing to take or pass the examination; and
(b) the majority of the board members recommend the extension.

(4) Upon the recommendation of the board, the division may issue a license without examination to
a person who:

(a) has been licensed or registered to practice veterinary medicine, surgery, and dentistry in any
state, district, or territory of the United States or in any foreign country, whose educational,
examination, and experience requirements are or were at the time the license was issued
equal to those of this state;

(b) has engaged in the practice of veterinary medicine, dentistry, and surgery while licensed by
another jurisdiction for at least two years;

(c) obtained the license in another jurisdiction after passing an examination component
acceptable to the division and the board;

(d) produces satisfactory evidence of having practiced veterinary medicine competently and
in accordance with the standards and ethics of the profession while practicing in another
jurisdiction; and

(e) produces satisfactory evidence of identity and good moral character as it relates to the
applicant's functions and practice as a licensed veterinarian.

Renumbered and Amended by Chapter 109, 2006 General Session

58-28-305 Term of license -- Expiration -- Renewal.
(1) A license as a veterinarian issued under this chapter shall be issued in accordance with a two-

year renewal cycle established by rule.  A renewal period may be extended or shortened by as
much as one year to maintain established renewal cycles or to change an established renewal
cycle.
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(2) A license as a veterinarian intern issued under this chapter shall be issued for a term
established by the division by rule and consistent with the requirements of Subsection
58-28-302(2)(b).

(3) Each license under this chapter automatically expires on the expiration date shown on the
license unless renewed by the licensee in accordance with Section 58-1-308.

Renumbered and Amended by Chapter 109, 2006 General Session

58-28-306 Continuing education.
          The division may, by rule, in accordance with Section 58-1-203, establish a continuing

education requirement as a condition to renewal of a license under this chapter.

Enacted by Chapter 109, 2006 General Session

58-28-307 Exemptions from chapter.
          In addition to the exemptions from licensure in Section 58-1-307 this chapter does not apply to:

(1) any person who practices veterinary medicine, surgery, or dentistry upon any animal owned
by him, and the employee of that person when the practice is upon an animal owned by his
employer, and incidental to his employment, except:

(a) this exemption does not apply to any person, or his employee, when the ownership of an
animal was acquired for the purpose of circumventing this chapter; and

(b) this exemption does not apply to the administration, dispensing, or prescribing of a
prescription drug, or nonprescription drug intended for off label use, unless the administration,
dispensing, or prescribing of the drug is obtained through an existing veterinarian-patient
relationship;

(2) any person who as a student at a veterinary college approved by the board engages in the
practice of veterinary medicine, surgery, and dentistry as part of his academic training and
under the direct supervision and control of a licensed veterinarian, if that practice is during the
last two years of the college course of instruction and does not exceed an 18-month duration;

(3) a veterinarian who is an officer or employee of the government of the United States, or the
state, or its political subdivisions, and technicians under his supervision, while engaged in the
practice of veterinary medicine, surgery, or dentistry for that government;

(4) any person while engaged in the vaccination of poultry, pullorum testing, typhoid testing of
poultry, and related poultry disease control activity;

(5) any person who is engaged in bona fide and legitimate medical, dental, pharmaceutical, or
other scientific research, if that practice of veterinary medicine, surgery, or dentistry is directly
related to, and a necessary part of, that research;

(6) veterinarians licensed under the laws of another state rendering professional services in
association with licensed veterinarians of this state for a period not to exceed 90 days;

(7) registered pharmacists of this state engaged in the sale of veterinary supplies, instruments, and
medicines, if the sale is at his regular place of business;

(8) any person in this state engaged in the sale of veterinary supplies, instruments, and medicines,
except prescription drugs which must be sold in compliance with state and federal regulations,
if the supplies, instruments, and medicines are sold in original packages bearing adequate
identification and directions for application and administration and the sale is made in the
regular course of, and at the regular place of business;
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(9) any person rendering emergency first aid to animals in those areas where a licensed
veterinarian is not available, and if suspicious reportable diseases are reported immediately to
the state veterinarian;

(10) any person performing or teaching nonsurgical bovine artificial insemination;
(11) any person affiliated with an institution of higher education who teaches nonsurgical bovine

embryo transfer or any technician trained by or approved by an institution of higher education
who performs nonsurgical bovine embryo transfer, but only if any prescription drug used in
the procedure is prescribed and administered under the direction of a veterinarian licensed to
practice in Utah;

(12)
(a) upon written referral by a licensed veterinarian, the practice of animal chiropractic by a

chiropractic physician licensed under Chapter 73, Chiropractic Physician Practice Act,
who has completed an animal chiropractic course approved by the American Veterinary
Chiropractic Association or the division;

(b) upon written referral by a licensed veterinarian, the practice of animal physical therapy
by a physical therapist licensed under Chapter 24b, Physical Therapy Practice Act, who
has completed at least 100 hours of animal physical therapy training, including quadruped
anatomy and hands-on training, approved by the division;

(c) upon written referral by a licensed veterinarian, the practice of animal massage therapy
by a massage therapist licensed under Chapter 47b, Massage Therapy Practice Act, who
has completed at least 60 hours of animal massage therapy training, including quadruped
anatomy and hands-on training, approved by the division; and

(d) upon written referral by a licensed veterinarian, the practice of acupuncture by an
acupuncturist licensed under Chapter 72, Acupuncture Licensing Act, who has completed a
course of study on animal acupuncture approved by the division;

(13) unlicensed assistive personnel performing duties appropriately delegated to the unlicensed
assistive personnel in accordance with Section 58-28-502;

(14) an animal shelter employee who is:
(a)

(i) acting under the indirect supervision of a licensed veterinarian; and
(ii) performing animal euthanasia in the course and scope of employment; and

(b) acting under the indirect supervision of a veterinarian who is under contract with the
animal shelter, administering a rabies vaccine to a shelter animal in accordance with the
Compendium of Animal Rabies Prevention and Control; and

(15) an individual providing appropriate training for animals; however, this exception does not
include diagnosing any medical condition, or prescribing or dispensing any prescription drugs or
therapeutics.

Amended by Chapter 191, 2014 General Session

58-28-308 Provisions for current practitioners.
          An individual who, as of August 1, 2006, is practicing as a veterinarian intern under supervision

of a veterinarian licensed under this chapter shall receive a temporary license to practice in the
state as a veterinary intern:
(1) if, prior to August 1, 2006, the individual submits an application and any required fees to the

division to obtain licensure under this chapter as a veterinary intern; and
(2) while the application for licensure is pending with the division.
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